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have required them to remain for a year or two, un-
married after going out to test their fitness for the climate;
and, in the event of the test being successfully sttfod,
to give them an experience which will enable the ne^ly,
married wife to enter with less strain on her Indian life.
This may be a wise arrangement, and yet there is 'often
a restlessness till the marriage takes place, and time
spent in going to the port of debarkation, which carries
with it some disadvantages.
We dare not retreat from this great work of evan-
gelizing India on account of the vicissitudes of which I
have been speaking, or on account of other very for-
midable obstacles which • oppose us. To do so would
be to act a craven part. Agents must be found for the
prosecution of the work, and we must hope with the
improved advantages of an Indian career the failures will
be fewer than in the past \ but whatever they may be,
the Christian Church must go forward. One obvious
inference from the facts I have stated, is the extreme
desirableness of a native agency. The natives of the
land, when found fit for the work, hav,e always been
highly prized. Many of this class are now labouring in
different parts of India, and there is every reason to
hope that in coming years the native agency will grow
largely in extent and efficiency.
During my second year in Benares I entered on every
department of mission work, and ha$i many opportunities
for intercourse with the people. In my turn I preached
to the native Christian congregation, went with the
missionaries and catechists to the city, and engaged in
teaching the boys attending our primary schools* I saw
the great gatherings of the people at their religious
festivals, and realized their character, and the nature of

